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What’s On  

Coming Up  
Mon 28 Feb Lailat al Miraj (Night of the Ascension) 

Thu 3 Mar Nyepi (Hindu New Year) 

Sun 6 Mar  MotoGp Grad Prix of Qatar 

Sun 20 Mar MotoGP Pertamina Grand Prix of Indonesia 

Sun 20 Mar Formula 1 Gulf Air Bahrain Grand Prx 
 

The News This Week   

When Giant Millipedes Walked the Earth 
A sandstone block, buffeted by strong winds during winter 

storms, tumbled off a cliff in Northumberland, England, and 

cracked at the bottom, to expose a fossil. 
 

The Arthopleura was an invertebrate that could tower over  

a modern human and thrived on Earth for 45 million years 
 

That was how a specimen of Arthopleura, a giant ancestor 

of the modern millipede, was discovered on a cold January 

day in 2018 by a team from the Department of Earth 

Sciences at Cambridge University. “Just as it was getting 

dark, we saw that there was a boulder that had fallen from the cliff,” said lead author Neil Davies. The team 

noticed “a big crack … and then saw this really large fossil inside.”  

 Arthopleura fossils have been found in 

England, Europe, and the Americas. It 

didn’t matter where they were found, 

since then they were all together, part of 

the supercontinent Pangea. This fossil 

comes from the cast-off bits of the 

millipede representing 12-14 of the 

plates that form the hard exoskeleton of 

the animal. It is the biggest arthropod 

(organisms with jointed feet that include 

insects, spiders, and more) ever 

discovered – dead, alive or fossilized. 
 

The Arthopleura fossil.  

 

It was preserved in three dimensions, sitting awhile in plant detritus in a riverbed near the coast, the sand pouring 

in through the cracks in the exoskeleton and replacing tissue, until the bank collapsed, shutting it out from the 

sun. A few better-preserved fossils of complete juvenile Arthopleura suggest that the animal had about 30 plates 

in all. This fossil itself is only 76 cm long, but the whole animal, whose myriad feet trod the earth about 326 

million years ago, would have been the size of a decent car – about 55 cm wide and 2.63 m long. Though 

Arthopleura weighed about 50 kg, they were also highly maneuverable. Not quite what you’d like to see on your 

bathroom floor. 
 

Humans have shared history only with the fossil, not Arthopleura itself. It lived back in the Carboniferous period, 

between 360 million years ago and 300 million years ago, which was when amphibians first made their mark on 

land. They seemed to have thrived in damp equatorial conditions. The evidence of surrounding sediments – with 



fossils of fern-like plants, and seeds – 

suggests that it preferred woody areas to 

swamps. Yes, that was what England was 

like at the time. They managed to keep 

surviving in drier conditions, until the 

climate became really arid around the time 

the Carboniferous gave way to the Permian 

period about 300 million years ago.  
 

One of the authors, Jörg W. Schneider, with a 

reconstruction of an Arthropleura, at the Geological 

Institute of the TU Bergakademie Freiberg 
 
 

Millipedes breathe through spiracles, the air going to its internal cells through tubes called tracheae and a pale 

liquid called haemolymph. The less the oxygen, the more quickly it is used up. Unlike modern arthropods, 

Arthopleura lived in times of more oxygen – between 26 percent and 30 percent of the atmosphere – compared to 

21 percent today. So, it was theorized, they could grow much larger. 
 

One problem: This specimen was walking 

around long before oxygen levels peaked. 

When they were proliferating, it was only at 

about 23 percent, not much higher than what 

is seen today. So scientists now believe it 

could grow larger, bulking up on the detritus 

of plants and animals (and perhaps some 

prey), because it dealt with neither 

competition nor predators. 
 

The fossilized segments of the giant millipede (in 

pink) 
 

The Arthopleura lived large, thriving for 

about 45 million years, before they finally faded away, perhaps under intense pressure from newly ascendant 

reptiles. But if these giant millipedes could feel pride, they could rest easy on the legacy that as invertebrates go, 

there were none bigger than them. 
 

Puns For Intellectials 
1. The fattest knight at King Arthur's round table was Sir Cumference. He acquired his size from too much pi.  

2. I thought I saw an eye-doctor on an Alaskan island, but it turned out to be an optical Aleutian .  

3. She was only a whisky-maker, but he loved her still.  

4. A rubber-band pistol was confiscated from an algebra class, because it was a weapon of math disruption.  

5. No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll still be stationery.  

6. A dog gave birth to puppies near the road and was cited for littering.  

7. A grenade thrown into a kitchen in France would result in Linoleum Blownapart.  

8. Two silk worms had a race. They ended up in a tie.  

9. A hole has been found in the nudist-camp wall. The police are looking into it.  

10.Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana.  

11. Atheism is a non-prophet organization.  

12. Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the hallway. One hat said to the other: 'You stay here; I'll go on a 

head.'  

13. I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger. Then it hit me.  

14. A sign on the lawn at a drug rehab centre said: 'Keep off the Grass.'  

15. The midget fortune-teller who escaped from prison was a small medium at large.  

16. A backward poet writes inverse.  



17. In a democracy it's your vote that counts. In feudalism it's your count that votes.  

18. When cannibals ate a missionary, they got a taste of religion.  

19. If you jumped off the bridge in Paris, you'd be in Seine.  

20. A vulture carrying two dead raccoons boards an airplane. The stewardess looks at him and says, 'I'm sorry, 

sir, only one carrion allowed per passenger.'  

21. Two fish swim into a concrete wall. One turns to the other and says, 'Dam!'  

22. Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly, so they lit a fire in the craft. Unsurprisingly it sank, proving once 

again that you can't have your kayak and heat it too.  

23. Two hydrogen atoms meet. One says, 'I've lost my electron.' The other says, 'Are you sure?' The first replies, 

'Yes, I'm positive.'  

24. Did you hear about the Buddhist who refused Novocain during a root-canal? His goal: transcend dental 

medication.  

25.There was the person who sent ten puns to friends, with the hope that at least one of the puns would make 

them laugh. No pun in ten did. 
 

Progress in China 
 

These 2 pictures are of the same man, 26 

years apart.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rewards For Getting This Far                                          Will Durant 
 

Quote: Education is a progressive discovery of our own ignorance. -American 

author Will Durant (1885-1981) 

 

Thought for the week: Rabbits jump and they live 8 years. Dogs run and they live 

15 years. Turtles do nothing and live 150 years. Lesson learnt.  

http://www.quotery.com/authors/will-durant/
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