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The News This Week 
The Retirement Present   
Imagine: You work hard your whole life in the French 

defense industry, and when it's time to retire, your co-

workers want to give you something more memorable 

than a gold watch or a set of golf clubs. So they set up a 

coveted back-seat ride in a Dassault Rafale B fighter jet, 

the kind of perk that requires serious connections. 
 

A Dassault Rafale B fighter jet 
 

Just one problem: nobody asked one particular 64-year-old civilian whether he ever wanted such a ride, or 

showed him much about what to expect. Next thing you know, the French Investigation Bureau for State 

Aviation Safety (BEA-E) is issuing a report explaining how Monsieur Newbie came tocame to eject from the jet 

mid-flight.  
 

Well, mistakes were made. Lots of them. Since this treat was to be a surprise, the recipient didn't get much of a 

briefing on what to expect. His g-suit pants weren't on correctly, his seat harness wasn't tight, and his helmet and 

oxygen mask were unbuckled as the plane taxied to the runway at Saint-Dizier 113 air base. He was so nervous 

that his heartbeat was around 140 beats per minute just from climbing into the plane.  
 

Our reluctant Goose did get medical clearance from a doctor, but only four hours before the flight, and with an 

important stipulation: no negative g's. The way the rest of this was unfolding, do you want to guess whether there 

were negative g's? Mais oui. 
 

The fighter pilot, being a fighter pilot, probably thought he was 

taking it easy as he pulled into a 47-degree climb and generated 

a 3.7-g load. (Which, incidentally, was also beyond the doctor-

ordered limit of 3 g's.) On the climb, both pilot and passenger 

were crushed down into the seat. But when the plane started to 

level off, things got real panicky in the rear seat, as a negative 

0.67-g load caused the ill-buckled passenger to feel like he was 

about to fly out of the cockpit. Which, shortly thereafter, he did. 
 

Apparently the quick and dirty safety briefing failed to properly 

emphasize the fact that the black-and-yellow striped loop in the 

middle of the seat, between his legs, was not a grab handle but 

the trigger for the ejection seat. The good doctor's g-load 

recommendations were surely exceeded as pyrotechnics blasted 

a hole in the canopy and rocket motors fired the seat and its 

terrified denizen out into the slipstream high above the French 

countryside. Around about the time our hero took to the skies in 

his very own chairplane, the unbuckled helmet parted ways with 

the miserable noggin it was pledged to protect. 
 



In a growing cascade of colossal fails, the next one was actually fortuitous: the pilot's own ejection seat 

malfunctioned. When either the fore or aft seat in a Rafale is triggered, the second one is supposed to follow 

automatically, on the theory that if one crew member makes an unscheduled departure, there's probably a good 

reason for the other to promptly join the exodus.  
 

And indeed, after the world's unhappiest retiree bid adieu, pyrotechnics blew a hole in the pilot's canopy. But the 

first ejection damaged the front seat, such that it didn't eject, and the pilot was actually able to land his now al 

fresco fighter jet. At which point the pilot beat feet away from the aircraft, for fear that the dud seat would, like 

so many flights, take off late. In fact, nobody was allowed near the plane for 24 hours after it landed, just in case 

the pilot's seat decided to go all Colonel Stapp and fire the rockets. 
 

As for our unfortunate co-pilot, he made it to the ground with minor injuries and likely a keen desire to never 

hang out with his old co-workers ever again. Because, as the report notes, he didn't want to ride in a fighter jet in 

the first place. According to the BEA-E, the passenger "never expressed a desire to carry out this type of flight, 

and in particular on Rafale," but his cohorts offered him no chance to bail. Ultimately, he did anyway. 
 

Stefano Boeri's Vertical Forests  
Stefano Boeri Architetti's first two Vertical Forests in 

the China, in Huanggang and Nanjing cities, are 

growing as trees are starting inhabiting the Vertical 

Forests - the trees have been placed in their own 

specific areas thanks to the use of a crane. 
 

In Huanggang in Hubei province, about 80 kms from 

the city of Wuhan, a crane has just lifted the very first 

tree of the Easyhome Huanggang Vertical Forest City 

Complex 90 metres above the ground to the 25th 

floor. It is a specimen of Osmanthus fragrans, a 

species indigenous to Hubei and to which  another 395 

trees, 3,600 shrubs and 12,000 perennials will be 

added for each tower. The inauguration of the two 

Vertical Forests will take place in February 2021. 

https://www.nationalaviation.org/our-enshrinees/stapp-john-paul/
https://worldarchitecture.org/community/links/?waurl=https://www.stefanoboeriarchitetti.net/en/
https://worldarchitecture.org/community/links/?waurl=https://worldarchitecture.org/all-countries/China


 

Trees have also started to reach the balconies of the towers 

of the Nanjing Vertical Forest, (the first Vertical Forest 

built in Asia by Stefano Boeri Architetti in the Ninjing 

Pukou District 300 kms from Shanghai) which will go on 

to host a total of 27 native plant species, 600 large trees, 

200 medium-sized trees and over 2,500 shrubs and hanging 

plants.  
 

The greenery that will cover the 4,500 square metres of 

surface area will contribute to the regeneration of local 

biodiversity and the reduction of CO2 emissions by about 

18 tons while producing up to 16.5 tons of oxygen every 

year.  
 

The first tower, 200 metres high and crowned at the top by 

a green “lantern” (an almost 5,000 m2 enclosure covered 

with creepers) will be used for offices from the 5th to the 

35th floor and will also include a museum, a green 

architecture school and a private rooftop club.  
 

The 

108 

metre high second tower will include a Hyatt Hotel with 305 

rooms (ranging from 35 to 150 square metres in size) and a 

swimming pool on the fourth floor. The inauguration of the 

two Nanjing towers is scheduled for May 2021. 
 

"We are delighted that the Vertical Forest concept is starting 

to spread throughout China. The Huanggang and Nanjing 

towers - as was the case for the first Vertical Forest built in 

Milan in 2014 – are destined to become a reference model 

for sustainable green architecture in China and other South 

East Asian countries," said Stefano Boeri, founder of SBA 

China with partner Yibo Xu.  
 

“With the construction of the Vertical Forests of Nanjing and 

Huanggang, our study has shown that it is possible - even in 

the heart of the great Asian metropolises - to construct 

buildings capable of absorbing CO2 and fine dust particles 

generated by heating and traffic as well as reducing energy 

consumption for indoor air conditioning," said Yibo Xu, 

Stefano Boeri partner at SBA China. 
 

"Our attention is constantly focused on the native flora of the 

regions in which we operate; we are looking for interesting species that are often little used in traditional 

gardening. In Huanggang, our botanical research has focused on species native to the Hubei region and many of 



the plants that we currently cultivate in our parks and gardens and that we 

Europeans know well have come to Europe from here," commented Laura 

Gatti, the agronomist in charge of botanical development for the SBA 

Vertical Forests.  
 

"Although these species and varieties are well known to us, several of the 

species selected for Huanggang have been cultivated specifically for this 

project, since they are not found in nurseries in their regions of origin as 

they are considered too 'wild'.  

 

"Their introduction adds value to the project in terms of biodiversity, 

attractiveness and identity. The exchange of experiences and knowledge 

between us and our Chinese colleagues is undoubtedly a reason for mutual 

expansion following the route laid out by the architect Stefano Boeri." 
 

The two Vertical Forest projects in China were designed by the SBA China 

team directed by Yibo Xu, and led by Pietro Chiodi, the Architecture Design 

Director. 
 

Solo News 
Malioboro Venders Relocation   
Yogyakarta City Council decided to form a special 

committee to address the plan to relocate 

Malioboro street vendors. The formation of a special 

committee is also a form of response to traders' 

concerns regarding the plan. 
 

"We will soon form a special committee (pansus) 

which will be inaugurated today. This plan has 

actually been around for a long time even before the merchants came to the council," said Chairman of the 

Yogyakarta City DPRD Danang Rudiatmoko in Yogyakarta, Antara, Monday, January 17. 
 

Dozens of street vendors (PKL) in Malioboro today 

came to the Yogyakarta City DPRD to express their 

objections to the planned relocation that will be carried 

out in the near future. According to Danang, the special 

committee that will be formed will serve as a mediator 

who will bridge communication between traders or 

street vendors representatives and the Yogyakarta City 

Government, especially regional heads and technical 

agencies directly involved in the relocation plan. "It's 

just a matter of scheduling the right time to hold two-

way communication involving street vendors and local 

governments," he said. 
 

       Jalan Mrlioboro is a popular shopping place for tourists 
 

Danang also said that communication is not only done to the Yogyakarta City Government but can be opened up 

to the DIY Government or governor level. "So that the dialogue that can be established becomes wider because 

this plan does not only involve the Yogyakarta City Government but also extends to DIY," he said. He believes 

that a good dialogue between the local government and Malioboro street vendors will result in a better 

structuring concept that can be understood by all parties. 

https://rfvtgb.gloriousa.com/worldwide/outcam-ta?utm_medium=taboola&utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=ta-gu-outcam-des-0w-an-07111q&utm_term=sciencealert&utm_bid=KiysMQu7wbdDmcjOFk-yymcpZNs7zEiGAL-M5hbqiL0=
https://rfvtgb.gloriousa.com/worldwide/outcam-ta?utm_medium=taboola&utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=ta-gu-outcam-des-0w-an-07111q&utm_term=sciencealert&utm_bid=KiysMQu7wbdDmcjOFk-yymcpZNs7zEiGAL-M5hbqiL0=


 

“The purpose of the arrangement is to achieve balance. 

The street vendors are not against relocation but what 

they hope is that they are properly placed. The concept 

of structuring was initiated together," he said.He is also 

worried that the two locations that have been prepared 

for relocation, namely the former Indra Cinema and the 

land of the former DIY Tourism Office, will not be 

able to accommodate all Malioboro street vendors. 

"Several locations are still possible, such as the former 

Mutiara Hotel and the former Matahari which can 

penetrate to the back of SMP Negeri 3 Yogyakarta 

because the plan is to move the school to Umbulharjo," 

he said.                                                                                    Very popular are rides in the 4 wheeled andong horse carts 
 

Meanwhile, one of the Malioboro street vendors who is a member of the PPLM Lesehan Association Kelik Bekti 

Leksono said the location to be used for relocation was deemed not feasible and did not meet the expectations of 

traders, especially lesehan. “For example, there is no drainage and there is no clean water source. Until now, 

there is no clarity regarding the layout for culinary arrangements at the relocation location," he said. 

Meanwhile, Chairman of the PPKLY Cooperative, Wawan Suhendra, said that he received information that on 

January 22, celebrations would be held at the two relocation locations and the relocation process would be 

continued on February 1-7. "If on February 8 there are still those who sell in the old place, it will be brought 

under control. If it is true that the plan is realized, then now it is only a matter of days," he said. 
 

Malioboro street vendors hope that the relocation plan will be temporarily suspended as long as the Special 

Committee of the Yogyakarta City DPRD is still working. “We feel that we do not have complete information 

regarding the relocation plan. The information submitted is not detailed," he said, again asking that the relocation 

plan be postponed because traders want to restore economic conditions due to the impact of the pandemic. 



Rewards For Getting This Far 

 
 

Quote: “To love oneself is the beginning of a lifelong romance.” – Irish author Oscar Wilde 
 

Thought for the week: There are two rules in life.  

1 Never give out all the information. 
 

Contact:  Michael or Wouter                                                                        

                 Hp: 0815 4841 8500   

                 Email:   michael@armadaorient.com 

https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/oscar_wilde_103614
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/oscar_wilde_103614
mailto:michael@armadaorient.com
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http://www.quotery.com/quotes/envy-among-other-ingredients-has-a-mixture-of-love-of/
http://www.quotery.com/quotes/envy-among-other-ingredients-has-a-mixture-of-love-of/

