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What’s On  

Sun 5 Dec -  Saudi F1 Grand Prix 
Join the excitement at Manir’s Family Kitchen this Sunday 
 

Coming Up 
Sun 12 Dec SEA Christmas Party 

Sun 12 Dec Abu Dhabi F1 Grand Prix 
 

The News This Week   

The Tree of Death 

n 1999, radiologist Nicola Strickland went on a holiday to the Caribbean island of Tobago, a tropical paradise 

complete with idyllic, deserted beaches. On her first morning there, she went foraging for shells and corals in the 

white sand, but the holiday quickly took a turn for the worse. 
 

Scattered amongst the coconuts and mangoes on the beach, Strickland and her friend found some sweet-smelling 

green fruit that looked much like small crabapples. Both foolishly decided to take a bite. Within moments the 

pleasantly sweet flavor was overwhelmed by a peppery, burning feeling and an excruciating tightness in the 

throat that gradually got so bad, the women could barely swallow 

 
A manchineel tree painted red as a warning sign 

. 

The fruit in question belonged to the manchineel tree (Hippomane mancinella), sometimes referred to as 'beach 

apple' or 'poison guava'. It's native to the tropical parts of southern North America, as well as Central America, 

the Caribbean, and parts of northern South America. The plant bears another name in Spanish, arbol de la 

muerte, which literally means "tree of death". According to the Guinness World Records, the manchineel tree is 

in fact the most dangerous tree in the world. 
 

As explained by the Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences, all parts of manchineel are extremely 

poisonous, and "interaction with and ingestion of any part of this tree may be lethal". Manchineel belongs to the 

large and diverse Euphorbia genus, which also contains the decorative Christmas poinsettia. The tree produces a 

thick, milky sap, which oozes out of everything – the bark, the leaves, and even the fruit – and can cause severe, 

burn-like blisters if it comes into contact with skin.  

http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-records/most-dangerous-tree-/
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/fr370


That's because the sap contains a 

range of toxins; it's thought that the 

most serious reactions come from 

phorbol, an organic compound that 

belongs to the diterpene family of 

esters. Because phorbol is highly 

water-soluble, you don't even want 

to be standing under a manchineel 

when it's raining – the raindrops 

carrying the diluted sap can still 

severely burn your skin. 
 

The green fruits of the manchineel tree  
 

Because of these horrifying 

properties, in some parts of the 

tree's natural range they are painted 

with a red cross, a red ring of paint, or even paired with explicit warning signs. You'd think humans could just 

remove the trees, but they actually play a valuable role in their local ecosystems – as a large shrub, the 

manchineel grows into dense thickets that provide excellent windbreaking, and a protection against coastal 

erosion on Central American beaches. 
 

There have been reports of severe cases of eye inflammation and even temporary blindness caused by the smoke 

of burning manchineel wood – not to mention the effects of inhaling the stuff. However, Caribbean carpenters 

have been using manchineel wood in furniture for centuries, after carefully cutting it and drying in the sun to 

neutralize the poisonous sap. 
 

"The real death threat comes from eating its 

small round fruit," says. "Ingesting the fruit can 

prove fatal when severe vomiting and diarrhea 

dehydrate the body to the point of no return." 

Fortunately, Strickland and her friend lived to 

tell the tale, because they only ate a tiny amount 

of death apple.  
 

Warning notice under a nanchineel tree 
 

In 2000, Strickland published a letter in The 

British Medical Journal, describing her 

symptoms in detail. It took over eight hours for 

their pain to slowly subside, as they carefully 

sipped pina coladas and milk. The toxin went 

on to drain into the lymph nodes on their necks, 

providing further agony. "Recounting our experience to the locals elicited frank horror and incredulity, such was 

the fruit's poisonous reputation," Strickland wrote. "We found our experience frightening." 
 

Australian Mega Spider 
In spite of what most Australians would have you believe, the land Down Under isn't a hot-bed of venomous 

arachnids. But every now and then, a spider emerges that gives even the most stoic of us a dose of 

arachnophobia. 
 

Take this stunning example of a female funnel-web spider (Atrax robustus) for example, recently handed in to 

the Australian Reptile Park in New South Wales. With a leg-span doubling that of many other members of its 

species, and fangs long and powerful enough to punch through a fingernail, it's the largest of its kind the park 

experts have seen. So what else do you call it, other than Megaspider? 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1127797/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1127797/
https://us14.campaign-archive.com/?u=3cb5d1db2eba822be67e2c3fb&id=dde2d75c2f
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sydney_funnel-web_spider


The plan is to milk her venom in order to produce more much-needed anti-venom. "She is unusually large and if 

we can get the public to hand in more spiders like her, it will only result in more lives being saved due to the 

huge amount of venom they can produce," says the zoo's education officer, Michael Tate. 
 

Funnel-web venom is no joke, containing some seriously 

potent neurotoxins that block sodium channels in our 

nerves. In the worst cases, the effects of a large enough 

dose can be fatal; roughly a dozen deaths have been 

recorded in recent history. Strangely, the venom doesn't 

seem to bother other mammals. Cats and dogs, for 

example, aren't adversely affected by female bites, with 

usually a mild response from the male. 
 

The Mega spider 
 

Just why funnel-web venom evolved to cause humans 

harm isn't clear, though research backs up suggestions 

it's an accidental side effect of an insect-killing cocktail 

that also happens to conveniently keep predators at bay with a painful nip. This is especially handy when the 

males go on the hunt out in the open for mates. Sometimes it doesn't even take a randy mood to drive the spiders 

out in the open. Given enough rain – of the kind Australia's east coast has been experiencing recently – 

they'll come out of their damp burrows in droves. 
 

Even still, bites are surprisingly rare, adding up to maybe 30 to 40 a year. In those events, having enough anti-

venom at hand is important. Funnel-web anti-venom is created using the spider's venom itself, which is why 

researchers are so keen to milk them. There could also be some useful chemicals lurking in that soup of bioactive 

molecules for researchers. Medical scientists are keen to see how proteins in the venom might help reduce 

damage from heart attacks or extend the life of hearts for transplants, for example. 

Mega spider compared to a normal sized funnel web spider 

. 

Milking programs like those at the Australian Reptile Park play a vital role in supplying medical and research 

facilities with a fresh supply of these vital treatments, and specimens like Megaspider are as prized as a farmer's 

fattest cow. "We are really keen to find out where she came from in hopes to find more massive spiders like her," 

says Tate. A typical funnel-web spider's legs might reach around 4 to 5 centimeters from tip-to-tip.  
 

https://www.pnas.org/content/117/40/24920
https://www.sciencealert.com/one-of-the-world-s-deadliest-spiders-really-doesn-t-mean-to-target-us-says-new-study
https://www.sciencealert.com/one-of-the-world-s-deadliest-spiders-really-doesn-t-mean-to-target-us-says-new-study
https://www.sciencealert.com/australia-is-about-to-experience-a-bonanza-of-deadly-spiders-and-experts-want-you-to-catch-them
https://australian.museum/learn/animals/spiders/spider-facts/
https://www.nps.org.au/medicine-finder/funnel-web-spider-antivenom-powder-for-injection
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/jul/16/death-disruptor-how-an-australian-funnel-web-spider-may-help-human-hearts
https://australian.museum/learn/animals/spiders/funnel-web-spiders-group/


Last year, an individual found in Newcastle truly pushed these limits, earning it the nickname Dwayne 'The 

Rock' Johnson. If The Rock was at the top of the expected range, Megaspider exceeded it, at an insane 8 

centimeters – a size that rivals many tarantulas. Impressive as it sounds, the park has seen heavyweights like it 

before. A 10-centimeter (4-inch) male, dubbed Big Boy, was donated to the park in 2016. 
 

If there are bigger ones out there, park staff would love to meet them. "People can bring any collected spiders to 

the Reptile Park itself," says Tate. However, if they can't get to us, we have drop off zones around Sydney, the 

Central Coast and Newcastle and all facilities are provided with a spider safety kit to house the spiders until the 

Australian Reptile Park staff can come and pick them up each week." 
 

SEA Matters 
SEA Christmas Party   
On Sunday 12th December, we will celebrate Christmas again in 

style. This year, we are trying for a truly European style festival, 

with traditional fare and all the rituals that go with it. There will 

be roast chicken, gingerbread men and a house, Yuletime songs 

and of course plenty of cold beer. Yohannes has promised to make 

his ever popular Spiced Wine, or maybe it should be called Spiked 

Wine.  
 

And for the littlies, of course Santa will be visiting, dispensing 

presents to the good children, and a lump of coal to those who are 

bad. So join us in the merriment of this important festive season. 

 

There are good early-bird discounts, and special door prizes for 

those who register early by 5th December. Contact Johannes 

Hp/WA 0819 0554 5907 for reservations 
Santa visitsd Solo in 2020 

 
 

Rewards For Getting This Far

  
 

Quote: “Envy, among other ingredients, has a mixture of love of justice in it. We are 

more angry at undeserved than at deserved good fortune.” – English essayist William 

Hazlitt (1778-1830) 
 

Thought for the week: I’m on the gin & tonic diet. So far I’ve lost 2 days. 
 

William Hazlitt 

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6613971/massive-funnel-web-dubbed-the-rock-found-in-newcastle/
https://www.australiangeographic.com.au/news/2016/02/meet-big-boy-the-funnel-web-spider/
https://rfvtgb.gloriousa.com/worldwide/outcam-ta?utm_medium=taboola&utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=ta-gu-outcam-des-0w-an-07111q&utm_term=sciencealert&utm_bid=KiysMQu7wbdDmcjOFk-yymcpZNs7zEiGAL-M5hbqiL0=
https://rfvtgb.gloriousa.com/worldwide/outcam-ta?utm_medium=taboola&utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=ta-gu-outcam-des-0w-an-07111q&utm_term=sciencealert&utm_bid=KiysMQu7wbdDmcjOFk-yymcpZNs7zEiGAL-M5hbqiL0=
http://www.quotery.com/authors/william-hazlitt/
http://www.quotery.com/authors/william-hazlitt/
http://www.quotery.com/authors/william-hazlitt/


 
 

Contact:  Michael or Wouter                                                                        

                 Hp: 0815 4841 8500   

                 Email:   michael@armadaorient.com 

 

. 
 

mailto:michael@armadaorient.com
http://www.quotery.com/quotes/envy-among-other-ingredients-has-a-mixture-of-love-of/
http://www.quotery.com/quotes/envy-among-other-ingredients-has-a-mixture-of-love-of/

