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What’s On  

Tue 19 Oct – Mouloud Nabi 
A day celebrating the birth of the Prophet Mohammed, and a public holiday in Indonesia. There is actually some 

confusion whether the holiday is Tuesday or Wednesday, with many government departments taking Wednesday 

as a holiday and Tuesday as a working day in an effort to prevent people taking extra long weekends. 
 

Sun 24 Oct Milan MotoGp & American F1 Grand Prix 
Witness the races at Manir’s Family Kitchen 
 

Coming Up 
Sun 31 Oct SEA Kereta Kelinci 

Sub 7 Nov  Mexican F1 Grand Prix 

Sun 14 Nov  Valencia MotoGp 

Sun 21/Nov  Qatar F1 Grand Prix 
 

The News This Week   

Trivial Trivia 
1. Christina, Queen of Sweden from 1632-1654, had a small cannon built 

to kill irrating fleas. 

2. England’s World Cup captain David Beckham never wears the same 

pair of underpants twice. 

3. In Greece, three times as many adults have dimples than children. 

4. One out of every 10 English language surnames started as a nickname. 

5. Irish author James Joyce considered the completion of two perfect 

sentences a full day’s work. 

6. In parts of Africa, ostriches are used for herding sheep. 

7. India has more universities than any other country in the world. 

8. Greece and Australia are the only two countries in the world that have 

not missed a modern Olympic Game.                                                                  
Chistina, Queen of Sweden 

9.  In the American state of Georgia, it’s illegal to eat fried chicken with a fork 

10. Buckingham Palace is the most expensive home in the world. .  

11. In 17th century Holland, tulip bulbs were used as a type of currency. 

12. The word vomit was first used by Willian Shakespeare. 

13. In Florda it’s illegal to sing while in a swim suit. 

14. The sperm whale is the loudest animal on earth. 

15. A duel between three people is called a truel.                                                        

16. The Himalayan poppy flower is blue in colour. 

17. The skin is a human’s largest organ. 

18. A giraffe has no vocal chords.  

19. Daintree Forest, north of Cairns in Australia, is the 

world’s most ancient forest. 

20. Cockroaches hate cucumber. 
                    Daintree rainforest 

 

Why Humans No Longer Have Tails. 
A new study seems to have found the reason why humans don’t have tails even though our ancestors did. 
 

https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.09.14.460388v1


Millions of years ago, our ancestors had tails. So, why don’t 

we? The short answer, of course, is we lost the ability and 

need to grow tails thanks to evolution. The longer, more 

accurate explanation is one that scientists have been working 

to figure out and now we might finally have an answer: 

genetic mutation. 
 

In a new study, New York-based researchers theorize that the 

mutation was mediated by the addition of a short segment of 

DNA - known as an Alu element - and is the reason why 

humans and apes do not have tails but monkeys do. In fact, 

the question of why humans lack tails has plagued Bo Xia, an 

NYU Grossman School of Medicine stem cell biology 

graduate student, since he was a child, he said. 
 

In an effort to find some answers, Xia studied embryo 

development with a particular focus on which genes were 

activated and which were turned off at different points during 

the growth within the womb. He also analyzed tail development in other animals and compared the DNA of 

tailless apes to monkeys with tails. 
 

Because scientists have previously discovered over 30 

genes responsible for tail development in various animals - 

including Manx cats who famously have no tail or a small 

nub for a tail caused by a genetic mutation - Xia theorized 

that the same had happened to our ancestors, and 

eventually, us. 
 

The Manx cat, famous for lacking a tail, is from the Isle of Man. A 

genetic mutation caused the felines to lose their tails but some are still 

born with short nubs for tails while others actually develop regular-

sized tails. 
 

After comparing the apes and monkeys, Xia made an 

exciting discovery: a mutation in the TBXT gene was 

evident in humans and apes but not seen in monkeys. To 

test the theory that this gene was the genetic mechanism responsible for tail loss in humans, Xia and his team 

genetically modified mice embryos to see what would happen. 
 

They found that the addition of the TBXT gene resulted in some mice having no tails while others developed 

short, stubby tails. This led Xia and colleagues to hypothesize that 20 million years ago, a random gene mutation 

in an ape caused it to either develop a shortened nub of a tail or no tail at all. That ape then passed the trait down 

to its offspring and the mutation continued to rapidly make its way down several genealogies until it reached us. 
 

Still, the question remains as to why the loss of a tail was beneficial to our ancestors. Did tails get in the way 

more than they helped? Plus, there was the increased risk of developing neural tube defects (NTD) which could 

adversely affect the brain and spine. Developing NTDs is still a concern during pregnancy which is why the 

CDC recommends “all women of reproductive age ... get 400 micrograms (mcg) of folic acid every day” in an 

effort to prevent the defects. We may not yet know what the advantage was to losing our tails, but further 

research may one day be able to pinpoint the answer. 
 

Rewards For Getting This Far  
Thought for the week: It does not matter if you fall down, so long as you pick up something from the floor 

when you get up. 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/birthdefects/facts-about-neural-tube-defects.html#:~:text=Neural%20tube%20defects%20are%20severe,neural%20tube%20defects%20(NTDs).


 
 

Quote: “The world is full of willing people; some willing to work, the rest willing to let 

them.’ - Robert Frost 
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