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What’s On  

Sun 5 Sep - Dutch F1 Grand Prix 
Best place to winess this event – Manir’s Family Kitchen 
 

Coming Up 
Sun 12 Sep STUPID climb – Gunung Jokolarangan II                                                                  

Sun 12 Sep Italian F1 Grand Prix 

Sun 12 Sep Aragon MotoGp 

Sun 19 Sep  San Marino MotoGp 

Sun 26 Sep  STUPID climb – Gunung Prau 

Sun 26 Sep  Russian F1 Grand Prix 
 

The News This Week   

Older Than Stonehenge,  

A mysterious stone tomb in western England - 

known as Arthur's Stone because of its links to 

the mythical King Arthur - originated almost 

6,000 years ago as part of an elaborate 

"ceremonial landscape" across the whole area, 

according to archaeologists. 
 

The surviving stones are thought to be part of a tomb built 

about 5,500 years ago that was aligned to 

a prominent gap between hills on the horizon 

 

Excavations this year near the ancient stone 

structure in rural Herefordshire, just east of the 

River Wye between England and Wales, show 

that the site was first occupied by an earthen 

mound pointing to another ancient structure nearby; but that a few hundred years later, it was rebuilt and 

realigned to point to hills much farther south, said project leader Julian Thomas, a professor of archaeology at the 

University of Manchester in the U.K.,  

"This is a ceremonial landscape like those 

around Stonehenge or Avebury, but rather 

earlier," Thomas said. "It certainly implies that 

this is a location that was politically or 

spiritually important at the start of the 

Neolithic." 
 

Arthur’s Stone #neolithic excavation in Herefordshire, 

UK has revealed a palisade slot marking the front of the 

monument and a line of large postholes, possibly one side 

of an avenue leading toward the mound. 
 

Arthur's Stone consists of nine upright or 

standing stones that support an immense 

capstone weighing more than 25 tons. The 

passage underneath leads to what's thought to 

be a burial chamber, although no human 

remains have been found there. The structure 

https://www.livescience.com/22427-stonehenge-facts.html


gets its name from legends of King Arthur, 

who is said to have resisted the Saxon 

invasion of Britain about 1,500 years ago.  
 

Several historical events have also taken 

place there, including a duel between 

knights during the Wars of the Roses in the 

15th century. In 1645, during the English 

Civil War, King Charles dined with his 

army there. And according to the 

website Mysterious Britain, Arthur's Stone 

was C.S. Lewis' inspiration for the stone 

table where Aslan the Lion was sacrificed 

in his Narnia stories. 
 

Neolithic sites near Arthur’s Stone 
 

The excavations revealed that the first 

earthen mound at the the Arthur's Stone site 

pointed to the so-called Halls of the Dead, 

which teams led by Thomas discovered on a 

ridge a little over 1,000 yards  away in 

2013. The Halls of the Dead were originally large timber buildings that were deliberately burned down and 

replaced by three earthen burial mounds, possibly after a local leader had died. The remains of similar wooden 

buildings have been found at Neolithic cemeteries in Europe.  
 

The original mound site was retained by a palisade of upright wooden posts and was very similar to the central 

mound at the Halls of the Dead site, Thomas said. But the posts soon rotted away and the mound collapsed, so a 

second monument was built at the site up to 200 years later. 
 

The rebuilt monument, probably consisting 

of the stones that remain today within a 

second earthen mound, also had an avenue of 

wooden posts that pointed toward a 

prominent gap between two hills on the 

horizon about 12 miles away, he 

said. "Significantly, the stone elements are 

on the later alignment, along with the post 

avenue, and that is one of the reasons why I 

think they form part of the later version of 

the monument," Thomas said. "I think the 

initial emphasis is on the internal 

relationships between the monuments that 

make up the complex but that later, the focus 

shifts outwards." 
                                    Halls of the Dead archeological dig 
 

Arthur's Stone is now one of the most distinctive and best-known Neolithic monuments in England. Several local 

legends link it to King Arthur.  However, it must have stood for several thousand years by his time, and most 

historians think Arthur probably didn't exist. According to one tale, marks on one of the stones were made by 

Arthur when he knelt there to pray; another story is that those marks are the indentations of the elbows of a giant 

he killed. The monument also supposedly marks where Arthur was buried.  
 

https://www.mysteriousbritain.co.uk/ancient-sites/arthurs-stone/
https://www.livescience.com/38546-hall-of-dead-unearthed-england.html
https://www.livescience.com/28992-camelot.html


Arthur's Stone seems to have been part of a ceremonial landscape during the early Neolithic period beginning 

about 5,700 years ago. The realignment of the stones about 5,500 years ago seems to have been part of an 

expansion of that landscape. For example, the later alignment may have indicated that that the gap in the hills it 

pointed to was an important route for travelers or "a source of some important resource, or a place where allied 

communities lived, or another place of spiritual significance," Thomas said.  
 

Other features of the landscape, including several other earthen mounds and a Neolithic causeway and enclosure, 

were "an indication that this was a place that people came to for gatherings, meetings, [and] feasting … and a 

place that retained its significance for centuries," he said. 
 

The World’s Biggest Wind Turbine 
China’s top private wind turbine manufacturer, MingYang, has introduced the world’s largest 16 MW offshore 

wind turbine with a 242 m diameter rotor, 118 m long blades, and a staggering 46,000 sqm swept area, the 

equivalent of more than six soccer fields. 
 

The so-called MySE 16.0-242 turbine can 

generate 80,000 MWh of electricity every 

year, enough to power more than 20,000 

households. According to MingYang, it can 

eliminate more than 1.6m tonnes of CO2 

emissions over the course of its designed 25-

year lifespan. 
 

An artist’s impression of the giant new turbine 
 

The wind turbine, which was recently 

certified by DNV and China General 

Certification Center (CGC) for design, is 

scheduled for full prototype rollout in 2022, to 

be followed by prototype installation in the first half of 2023 and commercial production in the first half of 2024. 

The move marks the start of MingYang’s new 15 MW+ offshore product platform. It is planned to grow into a 

portfolio of model variants that can adapt to various offshore settings, ranging from the typhoon-prone South 

China Sea to the constantly windy North Sea in Europe. 
 

Solo News 
Climbing Mountains 
The target this time was Mount Ungaran, but when we got there to 

the Mawar basecamp, they informed us that the mountain was still 

closed, so a quick cup of coffee and off to see the grandkids. With a 

plan to climb another peak on the morrow. 
 

The pyramid hill, Gunung Sikendil 
 

Monday morning the sun was shining brightly, and the looming 

peaks of Sumbing towered over the town. It was, according to the 

maps on my handphone, about an hour and ahalf to Gunung Prau, 

today’s alternative. Kartini the Kijang chugged along through little 

Javanese villages, and after 40 minutes started to ascend a series of 

narrow, somewhat steep climbing turns. Eventually arrived near the 

top of a pass between Sindoro  in the south and Gunung Prau to the 

north. There was also an interestingly looking hill like a rather steep 

pyramid that looked very inviting. 
 

The tiny village had a base camp for Gunung Sikendil, which turned 



out to be the pyramid hill. Paying a modest Rp10,000 

registration, I set off up the hill. The track descends a short 

way to a small creek, the water source for the village. Then 

it rises in a series of dusty switchbacks up to the peak. 

There is a lot of loose dirt, but rope handrails almost all the 

way up make it a pretty easy climb. 
 

The creek at the bottom of Sikendil has many  

pumps to supply the village with water 
 

The top turned out to be a longish ridge running east-west, 

with some 4 or 5 tents. I talked to some of the youngies 

there. They reckoned that there was no trail down the other 

side – it was a dead end. Certainly it was pretty smelly – 

the short trail was obviously used as the laterine for all the 

campers on the hill. But pushing on downwards, there was a very definite but faint trail. Down I went and after a 

short while reached a col between Sikendil and Prau. My friends up the top were watching the silly old londo’s 

progress, so I waved to them and the waved back.  
 

The very unused track wound through some thick bush 

on the col and then suddenly emerged on the main 

route up Prau. About 10 minutes on reached Post 2, a 

ricketry looking structure made of tree branches. It had 

a nice seat, but no roof. Then onwards and upwards to 

Post 3, and thence to the top. Here I discovered that we 

were not on Gunung Prau, but on something called 

Gunung Buthak, altitude 2200m. 
 

Looking back at Sikendil, with the tents along the ridge 
 

On the top here was the inevitable flagpole with the 

red and whitre Indonesian flag, and a small tent with a 

team of 4 from Batang town – 3 boys and a girl. Very 

friendly, and surpirsed to see a silly od geezer climbing 

by himself. They offered a coffee – gladly accepted – and looking around I could see that this wasn’t the true 

peak, for the ridge, which ran towards the north, rose in that direction. So with a word of thanks, I set `off 

northwards along a rather overgrown track. 

  

     Looking back at Sikendil from the col                        At the first peak of Buthak             Many rare plants up here including the aptly 

- you can see the faint trail down in the centre              - 2200 metere or thereabouts            named lidah metua (mother-in-law’s tongue) 



The ridge extends maybe one kilometer, and  rises very gently. About 300m from the first peak with the tent is 

another crest with flagpole. About here I heard some some noise behind me, and two of the lads from the first 

peak appeared. They found that I was Australian, and declared that they had come along for “a kangaroo 

adventure”. Onwards 700m more we went to the third and highest peak, to discover, according to the sign there, 

that it is a mere 11 metres taller than the first peak. 

  
          Another rarity – kantong Semar – a type of Venus Flytrap                           At the third and highest peak- only 11m higher. 
 

A quick rest, and we retraced our way back to the first peak. Saying goodbye to my new friends, I set off down 

the mountain by myself, and some 45 minutes later arrived at Kartini the Kijang. I’d set off at 7am, and it was 

now 1pm. A great days walk. 

 

                    Sikendil and Buthak viewed from the east                                                   Gunung Buthak from the top of Sikendil 
 

Rewards For Getting This Far  
 

Quote: “Forget aging. If you’re six feet above ground, it’s a good day.” – American 

singer Faith Hill (1967- ) 
 

Thought for the week: Disembowelling takes guts - graffiti 

 

Faith Hill 

 

http://www.quotery.com/authors/faith-hill/
http://www.quotery.com/authors/faith-hill/


 
 
 

Contact:  Michael or Wouter                                                                        

                 Hp: 0815 4841 8500   

                 Email:   michael@armadaorient.com  
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