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What’s On  

Tue 17 Aug - Indonesian Independence Day  
On this day 76 years ago, President Soekarno 

declared Indonesia a sovereign state, independant 

from the former colonial rulers Nederlands. It is a 

public holiday  
Soekarno proclaims Indonesia’s independence 

 

Coming Up 
Sun 29 Aug Belgian F1 Grand Prix 

Sun 29 Aug British MotoGp 

Sun 29 Aug  STUPID climb 
 

The News This Week   

A Greek in Pompeii 
Archaeologists in the ancient city of Pompeii have discovered a remarkably well-preserved skeleton during 

excavations of a tomb that also shed light on the cultural life of the city before it was destroyed by a volcanic 

eruption in AD 79. 
 

A skull bearing tufts of white hair and part of an ear, as well as bones and fabric fragments, were found in the 

tomb in the necropolis of Porta Sarno, an area not yet open to the public that is located in the east of Pompeii's 

urban center. The discovery is unusual since most adults were cremated at the time. An inscription of the tomb 

suggested that its owner, a freed slave named Marcus Venerius Secundio, helped organize performances in Greek 

in Pompeii. Experts said it was the first confirmation that Greek, the language of culture in the Mediterranean, 

was used alongside Latin. 
In this undated photo released by the Pompeii archeological park, a view of 

the tomb located in the necropolis of Porta Sarno, in an area not yet open to 

the public in the east of Pompeii's urban center 

 

"That performances in Greek were organized is evidence of 

the lively and open cultural climate which characterized 

ancient Pompeii," the director of the Archaeological Park of 

Pompeii, Gabriel Zuchtriegel, said in a statement announcing 

the discovery. Zuchtriegel said Marcus Venerius clearly had 

been able to make a living for himself after he was freed as a 

slave, given the "monumental" size of his burial tomb. "He 

didn't become super rich, but certainly he reached a 

considerable level of wealth," Zuchtriegel said. 
 

The eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 AD destroyed Pompeii.  Excavations over the years have yielded 

remarkable discoveries of tombs, chariots and brilliantly frescoed homes.  
 

15 Years and Still Gushing 
Indonesian Muanisah, who goes by one name, recalled the day when she held her 40-day-old baby in despair as 

he had trouble breathing. 
 

She was just about to have her breakfast on May 29, 2006 when she smelled a pungent odour, which she believed 

caused her baby to cry while gasping for air. “He was yawning ... unable to breathe. I was afraid something 

wrong had happened to my child,” said Muanisah. Unaware of what the smell was, she got out of her house but 

the odour was there too. 

https://phys.org/tags/tombs/


She decided to take public transport 

and seek refuge at her family’s house a 

few kilometres away where the air was 

clean. There, her baby could finally 

breathe normally again, she said. “They 

(authorities) just said there was a gas 

leak,” said Muanisah, who was 22-

year-old at the time. Within a few days, 

it became clear that the cause of the 

odour was a mud flow bursting in the 

middle of a paddy field in Sidoarjo, 

East Java, just 200m away from Ms 

Muanisah’s house. 

 
                                                                                             The mud flow in Sidoarjo first started to emerge on May 29, 2006 
 

Now, 15 years later, the mud flow has buried thousands of homes, factories and shops. It is believed to be 

covering an area of more than 650ha currently and is showing no signs of stopping. The Sidoarjo mud flow has 

disrupted the lives of about 60,000 people, forcing them to flee or adapt to the unpleasant conditions.  
 

The mud flow also produces methane, a 

powerful greenhouse gas that causes 

global warming and leads to climate 

change. A February study by senior 

researcher Adriano Mazzini et al showed 

that the mud flow releases 100,000 tonnes 

of methane yearly into the 

atmosphere. This is said to be the site 

with the highest methane emission ever 

recorded for a single natural gas 

manifestation.  
 

Muanisah is now working as a motorcycle taxi 

rider to support her family 
 

 

The cause of the mud flow is still a topic of debate until today. Some argue that the eruption was triggered by a 

6.3 magnitude quake two days earlier in Yogyakarta, some 260km away. There are also people who believe 

that drilling by oil and gas company Lapindo Brantas nearby was the culprit. Others think that the combination of 

both events may have contributed to the mud flow. 
 

Khudori, whose house was buried by the mud 

flow six months after it first emerged, is 

frustrated by the inconveniences. “The smell was 

too strong … and it also affected the water, (I got) 

itchy, it was polluted, we can’t drink it. 

Previously, we could drink it before mud 

flow existed. After the emergence of the mud 

flow, sometimes if I take a shower, I’ll feel itchy. 

And the smell made me short of breath,” said 

Khudori, who goes by one name. 
                                                                                                                

Khudori used to live 200m away from Sidoarjo mud flow 
 

 



The 54-year-old was forced to find a new home 

about 1.5km away. “I can still smell it. Never 

mind 1.5km, even at the distance of 5km it can 

still be smelled during the rainy season. “If it’s 

the rainy season, the smell of methane is very 

strong. Though when it is the dry season, it is 

not so obvious,” said Khudori. 
 

Sidoarjo mud flow covers an area of about 650ha 
 

He also observed that since the mud flow 

emerged, Sidoarjo has become hotter. “The mud 

flow releases heat,” the father of six said, 

adding that floods seemed to occur more 

now. He said there is nothing he can do about the condition, apart from turning to bottled mineral water for 

consumption. A 2017 study showed that the mud temperature, which was previously 100 degree Celsius, was 60 

degree Celsius. Meteorological agency data showed that the average temperature in Sidoarjo has seen an increase 

of less than 1 degrees Celsius in the last 15 years. Khudori, who used to work at a factory near the mud flow, 

now works as a motorcycle taxi rider with no fixed income as the mud had also buried his workplace. 
 

Muanisah, whose house was buried by the mud in 

November 2006, has since rented a house about 

5km away from the mud flow. She said there is 

also nothing she can do about the complaints they 

have, apart from using a mask at home to repel the 

odour she occasionally smells. “Even before 

COVID-19, I have gotten used to wearing a 

mask,” she said. 
 

One of the ships which pump the Sidoarjo mud into the Porong river 
 

At its peak, the mud discharged was equivalent 

to about 25 Olympic-sized swimming pools daily, 

said authorities. To ensure that the mud flow does not continue to bury the surroundings, an embankment and 

pipes have been built to divert the mud to a nearby river.  
 

The mud comprises 80 per cent water, said Mr 

Pattiasina Jefry Recky, head of Sidoarjo Mud Control 

Center (PPLS) which is the agency overseeing the mud 

flow. “The mud from the burst is about 60,000 to 

90,000 cubic metres per day. And we can flow about 30 

million cubic metres per year into the Porong river, but 

that is not enough because we are dealing with quite a 

lot of problems.  “The ships which (pump the mud) are 

old ships, so we can't work more effectively,” he said. 
 

Sidoarjo mud flow has buried thousands of homes, factories and 

shops 
 

In addition, the agency needs to ensure that the embankment is strong. Pattiasina said some geological experts 

predicted that the mud flow will ooze for at least 40 years. "It has only been 15 years. If the drainage and 

embankment protection is safe, then it is safe. We're only afraid of the rainy season because our embankment is 

an earthen-filled dam. It was built in a rush back then. For us technical people, a technical embankment should 

not be like that." He said that the embankment is 11m high. "And most likely it can’t be more than that. We are 

afraid that if it is higher, it will collapse because the carrying capacity is not strong," he added. 
 



Mazzini, who is a senior researcher at the Centre 

of Earth Evolution and Dynamics (CEED) of the 

University of Oslo, said the Sidoarjo mud flow is 

something between a magmatic volcano and a mud 

volcano. Mr Mazzini, who has studied the mud 

flow since 2006 and has visited the site numerous 

times, concluded that the mud flow is connected to 

the active Arjuno-Welirang volcanoes about 20km 

away.   
 

Head of Sidoarjo Mud Control Center (PPLS) Pattiasina 

Jefry Recky showing a map of Sidoarjo mud site 
 

The conclusion was made because the gas and water from the mud flow and the volcanoes are the same. His 

latest study, which was conducted with his colleagues using a combined method of ground-based and satellite 

observations, showed that the methane concentration in Sidoarjo is very high compared to other parts of East 

Java. Most of the methane originates from the mud flow, according to the study. Government agencies said they 

do not know how much gas methane has been released by the mud flow. Mr Pattiasina of PPLS said there have 

been plans to make lithium batteries out of the mud, but as of now it is still being discussed. 

 

Head of Sidoarjo’s environment and 

sanitation agency Sigit Setyawan said the 

agency had planned to work with an energy 

company to produce biomass from the mud 

as an alternative source of renewable energy 

since 2019. “However, the plan was 

constrained by the COVID-19 pandemic,” 

he said. He added that the agency also 

proposed to plant productive crops on the 

land buried by the mud, which the 

government has bought from locals as the 

area was too dangerous to live in.  
 

The Sidoarjo mud flow is flushed into Porong river 
 

Mr Anung Suprayitno, head of the meteorological, climatological and geophysical agency (BMKG) Malang, said 

that even though the mud flow has existed for 15 years, more data is needed to conclude its impact on the 

climate. The agency, which oversees the management of meteorological and climatological data throughout East 

Java, said it does not know the full extent of Sidoarjo mud flow's contribution to greenhouse gas emission. 
 

While meteorological data in the last 15 years shows that the temperature at Sidoarjo has increased by less than 1 

degree Celsius and rainfall has increased in a small amount, Mr Suprayitno said the agency does not know if the 

mud flow is an reinforcing factor that accelerates the local scale of climate change.  
 

Rere Christanto, who is the director executive of environmental non-governmental organisation Walhi East Java, 

said that there has been an increase in disasters over the past few years in East Java especially floods and 

landslides.The Sidoarjo mud flow is part of a site that accounts for the largest emission of methane gas, and 

hence it has a big role to play in the build-up of greenhouse gas emissions in the atmosphere, he said.  
 

He said it is important that the government acknowledges this and does more than discharging the water sludge 

into the Porong river. The government has to analyse the mud and look into the possible extent and danger of 

its content, he said. "Now, if we have a threat map, we can imagine what actions the government can take and 

then take precautions. How large the area is and where. For example, the community can be given masks to wear. 

"But it won't happen if the government doesn't want to admit (that the site releases huge amounts of methane)." 
  



Solo News 
Climbing the (Not So) Forbidden Mountain 
Leaving Solo about 7am, we drove up past Tawangmangu, over the mountain pass at Cermoro Kandang/Sewu 

and down the eastern side to the little town of Plaosan, where we turned off south on a small road. About 3km 

down this road you take a side road to the right, and head upward to the starting point at Wonomulyo.  
 

There is a small base camp in the front of someones house, and the friendly people took our details and 

Rp20,000, and gave us a tiny map of the route. Looking at the registration book, we could see ahead was a group  

of 6 who had camped on the mountain the previous night, and another couple doing a “tiktok” (up and down in 

one day). The morning was sunny with a clear sky and a gentle breeze, and we set out up the concrete track that 

led to the waterfall. Farmers tilling their vegetable plots, and motor cyclists toting huge mobs of grass for their 

cows or firewood for their cooking fires all greeted us – some recognising us from the previous trip 2 weeks 

before. 

 
The little map from Wonomulyo base camp 

 

After about 15 minutes, Mama Titin decided to rest, so I continued on alone. The track turned from concrete into 

cobble stones, and twisted ever upwards. A little later another dirt track branched off to the right, with a sign 

puncak (peak). By now the cultivated fields had ended, but you could see the locals regularly havested grass and 

sometimes trees, mainly pine. 10 minutes later, the wide track ended at what was obviously the water source for 

Wonomulyo village.  
 

The track now reduced  to a dirt walking path, and switch-backed up the hill to the top of a ridge. Then following 

this ridge west about 500m, there appeared a large square concrete water tank and a small shed marked Pos 1. 

Not far from the start a young guy with an enormous bright red backpack had passed me. He could walk quite 

quickly, but rested a lot more, so all the way up to the top we were leap-frogging each other. His name was Yoga, 

from Magetan, a town close by, and he climbed a lot of mountains in East Java by himself. 
 



 
Two types of path – the wide cobblestone to the water source, and the narrow track from Pos 1 

  

                                               Pos 1 shack                                                      Lichen and orchid draped trees adorned the way up 



From Pos 1, the track entered quite thick jungle, with tall trees strung with orchids and moss, and thick 

vegetation underneath, Sunlight filtered through the leaves, and every now and then, some strange bird would 

give an audition of its reportoire. 

  

                  The clearing at the top of Jobolarangan                                                          The peak – 2300m high  

 

Past Pos 2 and Pos 3, and the the clouds close above were scudding rapidly across the sky. A sure sign that the 

peak was close. Then suddenly, the jungle opened out, and a clearing marked the peak of Jobolarangan and the 

highest point in the range of mountains south of Gunung Lawu. It had taken 2 hours 45 minutes – not bad seeing 

they advertised 3-4 hours climbing as normal The camping group gave me a cup of coffee, and some interesting 

conversation. A mixed bunch of 2 girls and 4 boys from different East Java towns nearby. There were a couple of 

wooden structures built into the trees, whereapon you could clamber up and take nice photos of the views, or sit 

on them and take selfies. The volcanic spot half way up Lawu was very active, big white clouds of steam 

billowing up from the vents in the side of Lawu.  
 

 

After a shortish rest, and ever mindful that Mama Titin had 

complained vehemently about not having breakfast and possibly 

dying of hunger if not having her customary rice etc, set off 

down the mountain. It was pretty uneventful, but most pleasant. 

A little bit slippery under foot – the track is reasonably steep in 

parts, and damp from the mists that always seem to come in the 

afternoon. In fact, the cloud cover had started to appear about 

the time I left the peak. It took slighgtly less than two hours to 

descend to the base camp. 
 

Lawu seen from the top of Jobolarangan 
 

And so, off we set to Tawangmangu for a well earned 

breakfast/lunch/afternoon tea, and thence home to Solo. 
 

My conculsions are these. Jobolarangan was disappointing in 

that it is no longer the mysterious Forbidden Mountain. Since 

the trails have been blazed, only about a year ago, quite a 

number of trekkers have discovered it. And it will become very 

popular very quickly. It is not so difficult – there were a 

surprising number of girls climbing. On ther way down, I heard 

loud music, and suddenly there appeared a guy with two girls – 

they looked like like a family group – complete with dandut 

music to soothe their feet. It is an ideal mountain for tiktok. 



 

There are currently three different routes to the peak. 

Aside from the route that I took from Wonomulyo in the 

east, there is another from the village of Tegelgede, 

Karanganyar in the west, and a third, longer route via 

Gunung Mongkrung in the north. Apparently there is also 

a secondary slightly lower peak to 7 minutes walk to the 

north of Jobolarangan called Jokolarangan. Confusing!    

 
The white cloud in the middle fold of Lawu  

is actually an active volcanic vent        
 

Rewards For Getting This Far  

 

Quote: “One child, one teacher, one book, and one pen 

can change the world.” – young Pakistani activist Malala 

Yousafzai (1997 - ) 
 

Thought for the week: It’s kind of embaressing if your 

pet is not a YouTube sensation 

 

 

 
Malala Yousafzai 
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